
President’s Perspective
Marilyn Hempstead, AAUW-La Crosse Branch President

Welcome to our AAUW new program year!

“Pakistan: Yesterday 
and Today at the Cross-
road of the World.”
by Rev. Canon Patrick Augustine

When:	 Sat., September 12th
Where:	 Ward Room, UW - L
	 Cartwright Center
Cost:  	 $10.00

Registration..................9:30 am
Brunch........................10:00 am
Program......................10:30 am

Cost includes veggie/ cheese egg 
bake, sausage, fruit tray, assorted 
pastries, juice, coffee and tea. Reser-
vations and Cancellations are due by 
noon on Wed., September 9th to Jane 
Wernecke: call 780-1121 or email 
ajja701@triwest.net

Father Patrick is a 3rd genera-
tion Anglican Christian from 
Pakistan and an ordained priest 
for over 30 years. Since 1983, 
he has resided in the U.S. and 
now serves as rector in La 
Crosse at the historic Christ 
Episcopal Church. Issues of 
justice and peace have always 
been very close to his heart. 
He has worked for many years 
internationally on Christian-
Muslim-interfaith relationships. 
Father Patrick has kept issues 
of religious persecution before 
the world through his writings; 
he has been the voice of the 
voiceless in Sudan and Pakistan.  
This month’s presentation will 
also address women’s issues 
and the current education sys-
tem in Pakistan.

The Current
a publication of the La Crosse, WI AAUW Branch

Volume 49, Issue 1  	 August/September 2009

Next: September Meeting

As summer wanes, a review of branch 
members’ activities and preparations  
is in order. In May, Betty Kruck, Pam 
Thiel, Cindy Walterhausen and I  
attended the state convention in Wis-
consin Rapids. We were inspired and 
impressed with Association and Divi-
sion accomplishments and projects.

An impressive number of branch 
members worked together to make 
the Art Fair on the Green a remark-
able success. Thanks to all who par-
ticipated—particularly, Pat Staupe 
and the committee—we will be 
able to continue awarding generous 
scholarships.

Jane Wernecke, with her committee, 
spent countless hours planning, re-
serving meetings spots and enlisting 
interesting presenters for our monthly 
programs.

The Pennies for Peace committee 
continued to lay groundwork for 
an area-wide collection of pennies 
in schools and the community with 
proceeds going to Greg Mortenson’s 

Institute building schools in Pak-
istan and Afghanistan.

Also contributing fine efforts this 
summer: Bev Bodine collected 
dues and paid state and national; 
Rosemary Burnett and Catherine 
Roraff (our webmaster) compiled 
the directory; Sarah Stuber orga-
nized callers. and Erica Koonmen 
put together her first issue of our 
branch newsletter, The Current, 
with the expert assistance of her 
daughter Tegan.

Want more? We’re online! Visit our branch website: www.aauw-wi.org/lacrosse

Next: AAUW Board Meeting

The La Crosse Branch AAUW 
Board will meet on Monday, Au-
gust 31 at 6:30pm, Washburn on 
the Park Apartments. Meetings are 
usually held the Monday before 
the branch program and are open 
to any member who is interested in 
attending. 

Contact Marilyn Hempstead at 
784-8763 for more info.
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All Branch members are welcome to participate in our study groups. For more information, call Liz Wing at 782.7063 
or the contact the person listed below for each study group.

Mark your Calendars: 2009-2010 Study Groups

Approved by the Board at the May 
meeting, a new study group will 
start this year: AAUW in Action. 

This group will serve as a spring-
board for community service proj-
ects. These projects could either be 
initiated by the AAUW in Action 
group, or the group could provide 
help and resources to members 
wishing to start and/or promote a 
project. Members can determine 
their level of involvement!

Ideas for projects include the areas 
of Literacy (Women’s History, 
working with firstbooks.org, art 
history in the schools); Mentoring 
(joining forces with Girl Scouts 

for “Tech Trek,” YWCA programs, 
WINGS: Women Interested in Going 
to School); Philanthropy (helping 
fund small projects that impact 
the formal and informal education 
of girls and women in our area) and 

New Study Group is Forming: AAUW in Action

Group	 Time	 Contact Person
Bookfellows	 3rd Wed of month - 2:30pm	 Pat Sheehan at 788.3808
		
Bridge/Card Games	 To be Announced	 Sharon DeCicco at 788.5356

Contemporary Authors	 4th Tues of month - 2:00pm	 Mary Hall at 783.3483 or
		  Alice Ross at 788.4206

Hearth & Home	 3rd Wed of month - Evenings	 Pat Staupe at 788.7439
		
Vital People	 1st Wed of month - 1:00pm	 Katie Webster at 788.7232
		
AAUW in Action	 To be Announced	 Erica Koonmen at 366.1509

International Women (working 
with international women at our 
local colleges for programs and 
knowledge).

If this sounds like something 
you’ve been waiting to do, please 
join us! There will be more 
information and a sign up sheet at 
next month’s general meeting on 
Saturday, September 12th. 

If you are unable to make the 
meeting, please contact Erica 
Koonmen at moogs56@hotmail.
com. We’ll have an organizational 
meeting mid-September, so please 
let her know the dates and times 
that work best for you to meet!



involed as Diversity and Public 
Policy Chair, President Elect and 
has served as President for the 
past two years. Betty also found 
time to head up our Plaquemines 
Parish Library Project and serve 
as a representative on the Dental 
Coalition. She is a master gardener 
and very involved in the League of 
Women Voters.
 
We thank both of these 
outstanding women for their 
contributions to AAUW!

Alice Ross and Betty Kruck were 
honored with name grants at the 
May Scholarship and Awards 
Brunch. Both are retired educators 
who have been AAUW members 
for over 35 years! 

Alice was raised in Cincinnati 
and moved here to live with her 
fiance’s parents while he was in 
Vietnam. She taught at Hintgen 
School for 35 years while rais-
ing a son and daughter. She is the 
proud grandmother of two who 
are presently attending Hintgen. 
Alice has a strong interest in art 
and has been involved with the 
Art Fair in almost every capac-
ity. This year she served as the 

co-chair of Buildings and Grounds. 
She has also served as Hospitality 
Co-Chair, Program Vice-President, 
and is a member of Contemporary 
Authors Study Group. Most recently, 
she’s done a masterful job chairing 
our Scholarship Committee.

Betty has spent most of her years 
as a member of the Racine Branch, 
where education was her major area 
of interest. She chaired Racine’s 
Education committee and help create 
a brochure about all the special pro-
grams in that district. This brochure 
received the Community Leaders 
in Education Award. Betty was 
introduced to the La Crosse Branch 
by Pam Thiel. She quickly became 

La Crosse Branch Honors Two With Name Grants

Hearth & Home 
Wine Tasting
September 16th, 6:30pm
Un Wine’d Wine & Cheese
Crossroads Shopping Center, 
Onalaska
Hosted by: 
Gloria Brennan and 
Pat Staupe

New members are 
welcome!

RSVP to Pat Staupe at: 
pstaupe@centurytel.net
or 788.7439

Scholarship Bridge
$500 has recently been sent to our 
AAUW La Crosse Foundation as 
a donation towards scholarships. 

Thank you to those who 
participated in the Scholarship 
Bridge marathon last year. Your 
participation helps AAUW with 
our scholarship awards!

Bookfellows: 
Then & Now...
In the fall of 1935, Miss Helen 
Dorset invited 10 friends to join 
her in forming a serious book 
group. They accepted her invita-
tion and Book-
fellows was 
born. Every fall 
since, members 
have dived once 
again into literature 
of many kinds... as Ms. Dorset 
often said, “literature is an ex-
pression of thought and life.”

This year, nearly three-quarters 
of a century later, guests and new 
members are always welcome.

Call Pat Sheehan at 788.3808
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American Association of University Women
La Crosse Branch
P.O. Box 2112  •  La Crosse, WI 54602-2112
A big welcome goes out to our 9 new members who have joined during the 
past 3 months. We look forward to getting acquainted with all of you at our 
general meetings and our various study groups. These new members will be 
included in our new directory to be published in September:

Sheila Garrity.......................................................................................782.3223
Marlene McCabe.................................................................................781.1039
Denise Strudthoff..........................................................................608.457.2455
JoAnne Revels.....................................................................................782.1975
Sharon Imes..........................................................................................784.8071
Tara Johnson.........................................................................................788.7970
Noelle Weber........................................................................................780.7130
Laura Kaufmann..................................................................................780.4980
Mischelle Vietanen..............................................................................792.8933

If you know of any other prospective members, please forward their names 
to Pat Staupe at pstaupe@centurytel.net.

We Welcome 9 New Members!
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Member Earns 
Educator of the 
Year Award
Dr. Robert Richardson, 
University of Wisconsin - La 
Crosse education professor, has 
been named the 2009 Educator 
of the Year by the Phi Delta Kap-
pa - La Crosse Chapter 1081. 

Condolences...
Sympathy is extended to Lois 
Gilbert on the loss of her father.

Member News


